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This period of depression has since given place to one of excitement.
L., who was the subject of the fifth observation, had just recovered

from a long attack of excitement when jaundice appeared. The state
of calm has since been complete and has not varied.

Finally, M. is a case of periodic excitement. The intervals are
very short. Since his recovery from jaundice, this patient has con
tinued calm, and has not presented any signs of that violent excitement
which renders him occasionally very dangerous.

In resumÃ©,we may say that jaundice had a favourable influence upon
the progress of mental disease.

In one case the excitement ceased during the whole period of the
icteric disorder.

In several patients it was suspended for an uncertain time.
Finally, in one patient the recovery from mental derangement

coincided with that from the jaundice, and may, in our opinion, be
attributed to it.

On a Case of Multiple Nervous Disorders following Fright.

We do not intend to follow Dr. Desmares in his reflections on this case>
but simply to give its leading features, very much as related by him.

The patient is a girl of 11J years of age, and with a good family
history. For some time before the nervous symptoms appeared she
suffered from intermittent fever and glandular abscess in the neck.

In February, 1871, she one day saw one of her school companions
have an epileptic fit ; this scene greatly alarmed her, and caused an
impression on her mind which continued several days. She was still
under this influence when the first symptoms of her disease appeared.
Attention was first aroused by a singular tendency to sleep : the child,
who till then had been lively and active, suddenly ceased to play and
work ; she remained motionless all day, plunged in a kind of hebetude,
and immediately that she was left alone she fell into a profound
drowsiness. During the night she was disturbed by frightful dreams,
during which she saw a man who ran after her and wished to kill
her. In a short time convulsive symptoms appeared ; epileptifonu
attacks with premonitory cry and bloody foam at the mouth. These
seizures occurred every day for about a month, and during this time
the child's intelligence and memory became enfeebled with such

rapidity that she soon forgot all she had learned. In April there was
a remission until June ; the attacks became less strong and frequent,
and immediately a corresponding improvement appeared in her
intelligence. But during June the fits returned more violently than
ever ; often more than twenty were observed in a single day. During
the intervals the child remained almost completely deprived of the use
of her limbs, particularly on the right side. She became so demented
tliat she no longer recognised her parents ; they were obliged to dress
and feed her, and often the excitement produced by these movements
caused the return of convulsions.
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It was in this condition that Eeine entered the asylum of Bailleul
on 26th August. After some days' observation M. de LamaÃ«stre

prescribed a strictly tonic regimen and bromide treatment. Imme
diately there was rapid improvement; the attacks became less frequent,
and towards the end of September they did not occur oftener than
three or four times a day. At the same time their character changed ;
in place of their former epileptic nature, they were rather of a
hysterical type : clonic convulsions from the beginning, with violent
movements of the arms and legs, of such violence that it was necessary
to bind the child to prevent her injuring herself. There were also
spasms of the stomach and pharynx, rapid contractions of the
diaphragm and abdominal muscles, and a dry, harsh, fatiguing cough.
No initial cry, foaming at the mouth, or period of coma were observed.

At this period the attacks wore very variable. Sometimes Reine
felt that she was about to have an attack ; she said that she desired
to sleep, then threw herself on her bed, and immediately her eyes
closed as if she were in natural sleep. But in an instant the ex
pression of her face changed, the features contracted, and the child
pronounced some badly articulated words, which appeared to indicate
intense fear. At the same time she turned sharply round, and
moved her limbs as if driving away and striking some one. After a
moment's calm the same recurred, perhaps three or four times. During

the intervals of rest sensibility was preserved, and if one pricked the
iieck or the face, the child began to speak and strike. Finally, after
ten minutes, she awoke, and said that she had dreamed that a boy ran
after her and wished to beat her.

When the epileptic attacks became less violent the general condi
tion improved considerably. The child's intelligence revived, and she

began to speak to those who took care of her. She answered
questions pretty well, fed herself, and walked with ease. Still the
right side remained markedly weak ; the pupils were much dilated
and contracted but little to light ; particularly after attacks, sight
appeared dim ; tactile sensibility was everywhere preserved, but there
was complete analgesia of the hands, forearms, and external surface of
the arms.

On 6th October the child had not had an attack for a whole week,
and she stated that she would have no more, and that she was cured.
When asked the reason of this belief, she answered that during tbe
previous night she had seen a lady dressed in a white robe with a
veil ; this lady was the blessed Virgin, who had given her her blessing
and told her that she was cured.

From 6th to 25th October no convulsive attacks occurred. Only
every night, shortly after going to bed, the vision re-appeared, and the
child relapsed into a state very analogous to that which wo have
described above, and which may be considered to occupy a position
intermediate between hallucination and dreaming. But the scene had
an entirely different character. Instead of being terrified, the child was
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happy and smiling, she clasped her hands, made the sign of the cross,
and threw kisses. From time to time there were intervals, during
which she remained at rest, respiration was tranquil, and the general
aspect that of a child in natural sleep ; only this sleep was so pro
found that she might be shaken and even carried from one bed to
another without awaking.

This species of vision or ecstatic dream returned every night with,
perfect regularity from 5th to 25th October, and during these 20 days
no other symptom was observed. Under the influence of this pro
longed calm, the general condition greatly improved, the analgesia
disappeared, the gait became easy, and the right hemiplegia could
scarcely be observed : lastly, the intelligence recovered all its
activity.

Nevertheless, in spite of all these delightful changes and the firm
confidence which the child expressed in the promises of the veiled lady,
we could not consider her as recovered, not even as certainly con
valescent ; it was evident that the morbid nervous excitement,
although probably diminished, continued. The very considerable
difference in the symptoms was chiefly due to the fact that the excita
tion had changed its seat ; the nerve-centres which presided over
sensibility and motility had almost recovered their normal function,
whilst disorder was produced in other parts of the encephalon. The
influence which determined this form of metastasis was completely un
known to us, and we could not guarantee that an inverse movement of
the morbid process would not bring back convulsions.

Indeed, they re-appeared on 25th October with much violence.
After the attacks, we observed again various disorders of sensibility,
motility, and intelligence. The child was dull, and with difficulty
answered questions. From transient paralysis of the muscles of
articulation, speech was embarrassed and almost unintelligible. Right
hemiplegia with dilatation of the pupils returned. There were painful
contractions of the flexors of the fingers, with hyperÅ“sthesia of the
skin of the neck, face, and dorsal surface of the hands. If the finger
was passed lightly over these parts the child uttered cries of pain.
Add to the preceding symptoms pleurodynia and epigastralgia. We
never observed spinal pains.

This series of attacks, which occurred towards the end of October,
only continued four or five days. During this time the child was
generally tranquil, but occasionally the calm was interrupted by fresh
attacks, the character and duration of which have varied much.
Sometimes they consisted only of involuntary and convulsive bursts of
laughter, which continued about ten minutes. Twice very curious
rotatory movements were observed. The child lay upon the right
side, and turned rapidly from right to left, like a dog which tries to
catch his tail. During November there were convulsive attacks
which were preceded by a chattering of the teeth. Was this
phenomenon but a new form of expression of the nervous disorder ?
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or ought it rather to be considered as a return of the miasmatic fever
from which the patient had suffered so long during the preceding
year ? We believe that the second supposition is the more probable ;
1st, because the attacks which presented this character returned with
a certain periodicity, at first every fourth, then every third day ; and,
2nd, because they were not slow in disappearing under the influence of
sulphate of quinine.

When we ceased the observation of this case (15th January, 1872),
the child had been calm for several days ; she had a good appetite,
and natural sleep, with normal sensibility everywhere. The gait and
all the movements were easy and confident, although the limbs of the
right side were still relatively feeble. The pupils were slightly dilated
and the right slightly larger than the other. The condition of the
intelligence and memory is very satisfactory. Reine, who only knew
Flemish when she entered the asylum, can now speak and read French
very fairly.

On Alcoholism, Ã§j-c.

At a meeting of the French Med.-Psych. Association in May, 1872,
M. Auguste Voisin made some interesting observations on:â€”

1st.â€”The influence of the various alcoholic drinks upon the form
of mental derangement.

In the acute state, the delirium was caused in four cases by wine
alone, and it assumed the form of lypemania ; in one case by brandy,
mental symptoms, those of lypemania; in two cases by absinthe
alone, one of these was a melancholic, the other had symptoms of
pride, &c. ; in two cases by brandy and wine, they were melancholies ;
in two cases by wine, brandy, and absinthe they were cases of mania
with ideas of pride, &c.

In the chronic state the symptoms of alcoholism were caused in
three cases by wine alone ; one of these was amnesic and aphasie,
another was demented, and the third had ideas of grandeur. In six
cases it was caused by brandy alone ; in two of these the symptoms
were those of dementia ; in three stupor was present ; and in one
an extraordinary mobility was observed. In eleven cases absinthe
was the only cause ; of these five were sad, &c. ; one was melancholic ;
one suffered from stupor ; two from " abrutissement ;" one had ideas of

grandeur ; and one was morally insane. In the case of alcoholism
produced by wine and absinthe, amnesia and aphasia were present.
In two cases due to the use of wine and brandy, one suffered from
dementia, and one from lypemania. Of the three patients whose ill
ness followed the use of all kinds of drinks, one suffered from
amnesia, one from irregularities of character, and one from dementia.

2nd.â€”On Conception during Drunkenness.â€”As the result of
seventeen cases which were fully examined it would appear that wine,
brandy, and absinthe exercise an almost identical influence upon the




